catalysts and computational chemistry. The submissions to this Research Front nicely mirror the range of science covered at the symposium.
A brief examination of the contributions to this issue demonstrates the scope of the work covered at the symposium. Kita and co-workers (Ritsumeikan University, Japan) have contributed a Communication detailing methodology for producing iodonium salts utilising a 'Green Chemistry' oxidant. [2] Organic synthetic methodology is the subject of a paper involving metal-catalyzed acetylene reactions. Balamurugan [3] (University of Hyberdad) discusses copper-mediated homo-and heterocoupling of terminal acetylenes. Synthesis of biologically relevant molecules is presented in papers contributed by Blanchfield [4] (University of Queensland, Australia) and Chang [5] (National University of Singapore). The former reports the synthesis of a disaccharide for synthetic vaccine construction, while the latter details methodology for the construction of a triazine library via combinatorial chemistry. The theme of bioactive compounds is continued in a paper from De Voss and co-workers [6] (University of Queensland), in which the structure of a novel steroidal saponin from an Australian Dioscorea sp. is elucidated. Verma's (Indian Institute of Technology-Kanpur) full paper [7] nicely bridges between biomolecules and materials as he describes the synthesis and optical properties of a biotincholesterol conjugate which may be useful in studying biomolecular interactions. Several full papers from Indian authors deal with the structure, preparation and coordination chemistry of several metal complexes: Das [8] (University of Hyberdad) reports three new square planar bis(dithiolene) complexes; Bera and co-workers [9] (Indian Institute of Technology-Kanpur) detail the coordination chemistry of naphthyridine ligands in bimetallic systems; and Chandrasekhar and Bera [10] (Indian Institute of Technology-Kanpur) describe the chemistry of cyclometalated iridium (III) complexes. Finally, Wu [11] (National University of Singapore) provide a review discussing higher order and fused acenes as near-infrared absorbing and emitting compounds of interest to materials chemists.
I would like to thank those at the National University of Singapore for their tireless efforts in organizing this symposium and for their hospitality. The series is planned to continue with 2-ICCCS due to be held at the University of Queensland in 2011. Finally, I would also like to acknowledge AJC for its continuing support of chemistry in Australasia and in the Asia-Pacific region and for suggesting and organizing this Research Front.
